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SATURNA ISLAND FIRE PROTECTION SOCIETY

MINUTES OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING

SEPTEMBER 28, 2007

Attending: Jim Bavis, Lorne Bolton, Hugh Grasswick, Tom Koochin, John Money, Wayne Quinn, John Savage, Al Sewell, Ian Smyth, Michael Taylor, Chief John Wiznuk, 

Absent: John McMillan

President Lorne Bolton called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.

Minutes: The minutes of the August 30, 2007 meeting were presented for approval. 

Motion: Moved by Wayne Quinn that the minutes of the August 30, 2007 meeting be approved as read.











CARRIED
Correspondence:

· Bulletin from CRD regarding repairs to Money Lake dam

· Letter from Revenue Canada asking for the Society’s financial statements

· Request from Ministry of Highway Approving Officer asking input on Gaines subdivision proposal

· Insurance renewal documentation for fleet insurance

Financial Report: Treasurer Michael Taylor presented highlights of the monthly 

financial statement. Michael commented on some of the line items in the report. Copies 

of the report were provided to the Board members. Bills paid during the month were 

noted.
Motion: Moved by Al Sewell to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.




CARRIED

Accounting System: Al Sewell advised that a new accounting package compatible 
with Windows Vista will be available late this year.
Banking: Michael advised that we are not yet operational with our CCS bank account. 

The banking arrangement has been approved. A CCS Visa card for John Wiznuk has 

been considered.  Sara will be our contact and she is now at the Broadmead Branch. 

Lorne Bolton suggested we keep the Royal Bank Visa for the time being and there was 

consensus for this action. Hydro and Telus accounts will be moved to CCS. 

Motion: Moved by Michael Taylor that the Society move a $37,000 RBC GIC to CCS.




CARRIED
Operations Report – Fire Chief John Wiznuk presented an operations report for September 2007. A copy of the report was provided to the secretary for attachment to these minutes. 

Highlights of the Chief’s report include:

· Vehicle insurance is due by the end of October.

· 5 vehicles to be insured  and 2 of the 5 require commercial certification before insurance

Motion: Moved by Lorne Bolton that the Society be authorized to approve insurance payment for 5 trucks and commercial inspection for 2 trucks. 











CARRIED 

There was discussion regarding the $2 million liability coverage.

Motion: Moved by Lorne Bolton that liability coverage be increased from $2 million to $5 million and that the appropriate premium be paid.











CARRIED

· Chief John invited board members to share a table at the October 27th ESS fair. This would provide the Board an opportunity to promote fire services and provide information on our building initiative.

· Chief John is monitoring the CRD fire bylaw.
· Chief John advised that the Mack truck would soon be moved off the fire hall site.

· John presented the new turnout gear that will be purchased at the rate of 2 sets per year as well as the Nomax coveralls for wild fire fighting.

· John also advised that fire prevention week is October 7-13.

Business Arising
Fire Hall Land Review Issues – John Savage provided an update on the status of the engineer’s review. All sites under consideration have been reviewed. A full report will be provided to the Society in 2 weeks. In summary, the East Point Road site next to Crooks is a good site but the Crooks had concerns about this location. Two locations within the Rec Centre site are possible; one needs to be ditched and drained and the other needs some fill. The old dump site has potential but is not as central as the previous sites. Environmental concerns at the dump site are not considered to be an issue. The East Point site near Molners is a good site for the second station and has pond potential. The Society will await the engineer’s report and then will move forward with site selection. It was suggested we defer our next meeting until we have the engineer’s report. John suggested that appraisals of the existing and future sites are something that should be considered. John Money suggested we need the report from the engineer before we can accurately assess site preparation costs for the sites being considered. Lorne Bolton suggested our next meeting be in mid November at which time we can review the sites and move toward a decision in December or early January.
· Fire Hall Size –Tom Koochin provided a footprint outline for a 60 x 70 foot building. He advised we need to select a site(s) before we proceed further with building review. It was suggested that the Rec Centre may want some architectural compatibility if we choose a location at the Rec Centre.

· Ministry of Transportation Subdivision Application Referral - An application for a subdivision by Gaines Enterprises was received by the Society.
Motion: Moved by Wayne Quinn that the subject application be referred to Chief Wiznuk for review and reply.












CARRIED

· Trust Liaison - Nothing to report.
· Accurate Mileage –Nothing to report.

· Charity Status – Wayne Quinn confirmed the letter had been written.

· Mack Truck – Transfer papers have been signed.

· Parks Canada – Lorne Bolton advised that the liaison committee will meet October 10th. He will continue to discuss the grass height issue at East Point lighthouse.
· CRD – Al Sewell commented on the new CRD fire bylaw which does not cover Saturna as the fire service is not a service of the CRD. Al suggested we pursue a separate agreement with the CRD similar to Shirley’s Bylaw (Shirley Fire Society).
· Ambulance Service – Al Sewell confirmed that he sent a letter to Dawn Wood confirming our pledge toward the ambulance building. John Savage advised that he had spoken to Dawn Wood about sharing a new building site with the fire hall but they were committed to developing their own facility. Hugh Grasswick commented that merger was a practical business solution. John Money commented that the fire society should move forward with or without the ambulance.

New Business – 

· House Numbering Project – Chief John advised that house numbers are critical for 911 responses. Property owners need to post their street address preferably in a luminous fashion.
· Community Relations – Lorne Bolton advised that Jim Bavis has been reviewing the history of the Society. The Society has records going back 13 years but indicated that the 1970-1994 period should also be reviewed. Al Sewell advised the importance of keeping the public informed and providing highlights of the history of the Society would be a useful exercise to inform the public. Ian Smyth asked how we justify our work to the public and Al Sewell advised that a bylaw and a budget provides us with authority to proceed. It was suggested that the Society post dates of future meetings. Lorne asked for ideas as how we might communicate with the public and Wayne Quinn will coordinate the ideas.
Next Meeting – to be determined but not before November 11th. Society members to be advised.
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.

_____________________                         ______________________

Lorne Bolton, President                              Wayne Quinn, Secretary

Appended to Minutes
· Chief’s September Report

· Monthly Operating Statement

· Shirley Volunteer Fire Protection Society Agreement with CRD

